Policy on conducting work that involves both partners or               ex-partners and where domestic violence has occurred

The focus of the work of this organisation is increasing the safety of those who are at risk from domestic violence and working with perpetrators of domestic violence to get them to end their abusive behaviour. Our understanding of the use of violent and abusive behaviour in relationships is that it is the responsibility of the perpetrator and it is their responsibility to end this behaviour. Therefore, any work which involves the joint participation of both partners is antithetical to this understanding and has no place in our work in ending abuse. This organisation will:

· not offer to see both partners together

· not act as an intermediary between partners or ex-partners in any way

· advise our clients and partner agencies that couples work and family therapy are not advisable until the criteria for safe couples work have been met*

*see the Relate/Respect safe couples work assessment tool
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